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Expression of Interest Form – Cool Spaces for London Communities Project 

London Communities Emergences Partnership (LCEP), in partnership with London Resilience (LRU), is inviting charities, community groups, faith organisations and existing Cool Space managers across London to take part in a new Cool Spaces for London Communities Project. 

This initiative is designed to equip leaders of community spaces with the tools, knowledge and networks they need to lead Cool Spaces and fill key gaps for extreme heat preparedness and response. Project participants will receive funds for identifying local strategic partnerships and cross-sector collaboration, training or necessary activities, and enhancements for heat and all-season resilience hub usage.

This programme is designed provide tailored support so you can confidently manage a Cool Space hub that is relevant, inclusive, sustainable, and rooted in community ownership.

Information Session: 14th May, 9-10am
Join this optional session to learn more about the project and what’s expected of applicants to be accepted. Potential applicants can ask questions and run ideas by the facilitators, including LCEP, LRU. We also welcome relevant partners to join this session too such as Local Authorities or Local Infrastructure Organisations. Register to receive a joining link: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/eiySCuM7RCCFXk2JHqOr1w 



About the project

£2,700 will go to 10x charities, community groups, faith organisations and existing hubs in London to provide an accessible space that can support local people during extreme heat events. The project is designed to guide you on the most appropriate partnerships, activities and improvements, for your hub. As part of the project, you will conduct a brief assessment, identify priority partnerships and activities/enhancements, attend a 1-hour online kick-off meeting on 15th June, attend an in-person 4-hour networking and training event on 22nd June, build and/or strengthen local partnerships, and carry out your proposal with the provided funds. 

Summary of dates
	14 May
	Optional Information session about the project, 9-10am; register here

	1 June
	Expressions of Interest due 23:59 GMT to info@lcep.london

	8 June
	10x participants selected and notified

	15 June
	Online Kick-off meeting for participants and key partners

	21 June
	Assessments due

	22 June
	In-person half-day networking and learning event and lunch, 9am-1pm

	26 June
	Proposed ideas due

	31 August
	Conclude your proposed activities

	Jan-Feb 2027
	Optional: submit evidence of winter hub use to receive £200




Successful applicants will receive: 
· £2,700 funds + optional £200 in early 2027
· Assessment form and proposal template
· Meet fellow local grantees and Local Authority representatives, and learn about existing projects in your area through an online kick-off meeting on 15th June
· Half-day networking and learning event and lunch to meet other grantees, hub managers, relevant charities and partners, Local Authority leads, experts in heat-related risks; and learn about heat-related topics (22nd June 2026)
· Access to tools, resources and templates you can adapt for your plans and activities.
· Tailored support and connections

The obligations of project participants: 
· Include Local Authority in your application submission 
· Attend a 1-hour online kick-off meeting, 12th May
· Attend the in-person networking and learning event on 22nd June
· Conduct a hub assessment + submit a proposal of activities and enhancements based on the assessment 
· Deliver a community engagement activity or training for community partners/members
· Enhance the hub with identified priorities from the assessment
· Strengthen connections with relevant local organisations
· Complete a brief project survey with summary of completed activities

Hub Assessment and Proposal: 15th to 21st June
LCEP will provide you with a simple assessment form to assess your hub, based on lessons learned from existing hubs and Local Authorities, and a basic proposal template. 
Elements of the assessment form will include: 
· awareness of the Cool Spaces in the community, access to heat health comms; 
· connections in the community, Local Authority awareness and referral pathways, links to wider plans and projects;
· amenities like water supply, temperature monitoring, seats and fans; 
· activities like support for disproportionately affected people, staff training on heat health risks; 
· availability of volunteers and staff;
· types of at-risk people in your community

Using the findings from the assessment, participants will identify priorities, cost them, and use the basic proposal template to submit a proposed use of the funds over the summer months for enhancing their Cool Space.

Networking and Learning Event: 22nd June, 9am-1pm
In a half-day, in-person session, participants will meet other Cool Spaces leads, experts and strategic partners. It will be a chance to share ideas and information about how they propose to use funds to enhance their Cool Spaces hub. Additionally a heat health train-the-trainer session will train participants on leading heat health awareness at their hub. Participants will also hear brief presentations about how heat affects different vulnerable groups (e.g. Heat risk for children).

Community Engagement or Training
Participants are required to deliver at least one activity as part of their proposal. Existing Cool Space managers have reported that certain activities would improve use of Cool Spaces and health outcomes for vulnerable community members. Most likely examples:
· Activities to support people with existing vulnerabilities: A Cool Space hub alone is not enough to attract those who are disproportionately impacted to use it. Activities should feel welcoming, attract them to attend and be well promoted among those communities. Hub activities can also aim to support users in their homes.
· Heat health awareness sessions or training: Cool Space managers have highlighted a gap in their volunteers, staff and community members’ knowledge about heat health, its effects on different types of people, and how to recognise signs of heat stress.

The participant should ensure the activities address at least two of the gaps they have identified in their assessment and aim to support underserved communities (e.g. based on age, deprivation, social isolation).

Activities and enhancements: 23rd June to 31st August
Aside from the community engagement, participants will identify activities and small enhancements for their hub, based on what they deem as priority for its service users, and/or to complement the chosen activities. Examples include: water supply, seating, and fans. 

Strengthened local connections: 23rd June to 31st August
To complement the chosen activities and enhancements, and to address findings in the assessment, the Cool Space participant will identify local partners with whom to support people, connect and learn, related to benefits like: heat health learning, vulnerable people support, referral pathways (e.g. GPs), private donations, and emergency support. 

Final submission and Funding transactions: by 31st August
The £2,700 will be transferred to participants in two tranches: £2,000 after attending the in-person event and submitting a final activity plan, and the remaining £700 upon submission of the final documents. The final documents are: a completed survey and a summary of completed activities in your Cool Space.

Winter supplemental funds: 1st January to 28th February 2027
£200 additional funds will go to participants who submit evidence of use of their Cool Space hub throughout winter. Evidence should include a description of the activity, photos, and a sign-in sheet. 




Application information

Requirements to apply
You must
· be a registered charity or community group based in London
· commit your space to the community as a Cool Space, with endorsement by your Local Authority*
· attend an online 1-hour kick-off session on 15th June, 10am
· attend the in-person networking event on 22nd June, 9am-1pm
· be a non-political organisation
· have a safeguarding policy

*Local Authority endorsement: you will submit your application with your LA contacts in copy. Contact us if you need a connection.

Benefits for participants
· Supplemental £2700 funds for operations in the summer months, and £200 in winter
· Access pre-developed assessment and proposal templates
· Compilation of tools, resources, guides and insights from participating experts
· Participate in a networking and learning event and lunch provided by LCEP partners
· Be part of a network of Cool Spaces, sharing learning about heat health and awareness, support for vulnerable communities, and recognition by your local government

Application Process 
To apply for the fund, please complete this form to express your interest. Ensure all sections are completed and submit the form to info@lcep.london by 1st June 2026, 23:59 BST. 

Section 1: About your organisation 
Tell us about your organisation.
 
	
	Question
	Applicant answer
	Scoring Info

	1. 1
	Name of organisation: 
Please use your organisation’s legal name (i.e. the name that appears on your organisation’s bank statement) 
	
	Required

	1.2
	Do you have a safeguarding policy in place, and does it cover both children and vulnerable adults?
	
	Required

	1.3
	Tell us about the space you want to use for a Cool Space hub, and how it is used regularly, e.g. accessibility, amenities
	
	Must be a legitimate space for the public to use regularly.

	1.4
	Hub address
	
	Required

	
	Your oganisation address, if different
	
	

	1.5 
	Do you currently have a relationship with your Local Authority? e.g. What are you working on together; what information do you exchange, with which teams in the council do you work
	
	Not weighted in score, but it must be answered.

	1.5
	Primary contact for this project
Please include the name, email address and phone number
	
	Required





Section 2: About your project delivery
Tell us about how you will carry out the project.
 
	
	Question
	Applicant answer
	Scoring guide

	2.1
	Tell us why you are a good candidate for a Cool Space hub, and explain your tentative planned activities and use of the space. List ways you may use the £2,700, with awareness that you have not yet completed the assessment. Include intention to involve vulnerable people* and expected costs, e.g. overhead, and how your Cool Space would fill a gap in your community.
(300 words max)

*heat vulnerable people include: infants, people with chronic conditions, certain medications, rough sleepers, outdoor workers, pregnant people, people in poor-quality housing
	
	Higher scores for: clarity, genuine reasons to participate, desire to support vulnerable communities, intention to fill a gap, articulation of expenses and why they may be needed, and transparency. Ideas for using the space year-round to serve the community will be a plus. Do not exceed the word limit.

	2.2
	Detail your organisation’s experience of working with your local authority, community groups, charities and other partners in response to incidents and adverse events. If you are working with a partner on this project please confirm who this is. 
(200 words max)
	
	Stronger scores will include connections in the community among organisations and resilience projects. Do not exceed the word limit.

	2.3 
	Detail your organisation's experience with community members, and focus on those who are disproportionately impacted by heat.
(200 words max)
	
	Stronger scores will include experience working with disproportionately impacted communities and commitment to supporting communities. Do not exceed the word limit.

	2.4
	Please tell us up to two concerns/risks your community members face in the hot months.
	
	Not scored. This will help us tailor the learning. 

	2.5
	Please confirm that you are available on 15th June 10-11am for the online Kick-off, and 22nd June 2026 9am-1pm to attend the networking and learning event. 
	
	Required



Declaration
· I declare that the information provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
· I understand that the fund must be used specifically for conducting the table-top exercise and related activities.
Print Name: 
Role: 
Date: 
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