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Winter Weather Hazards

Sutton, February 2009 (Picture: Roger White)

Barnet, January 2013 

(Picture: UK Press via Getty Images)
November 2015 (Picture: Jeremy Selwyn)

Greenwich, March 2016 (Picture: BBC)
Purley, February 2014 (Picture: Alastair Snell)
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Storm Names 2025/26
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National Severe Weather Warning Service 
(NSWWS)
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OFFICIAL
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8 Weather Elements to NSWWS

•Rain

•Wind

•Snow

• Ice

• Thunderstorm

• Lightning

• Extreme Heat

• Fog
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Impact Matrix

Likelihood and Impact are plotted onto a Weather Impact Matrix

Plotting the Likelihood against the Impact allocates the warning a colour.  The 

location of the tick in the box is the important element NOT the colour!

Likelihood 

of 

impacts 

occurring

Level of impacts Expected
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Locate the tick!

It is very important that you look to see where the tick is on the matrix.  

Yellows are not all the same!

Low impacts – no 

major issues?

✓

✓

High impacts – risk 

to life?
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Preparation

• Register to receive National Severe Weather Warnings at 

https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKMETOFFICE/subscriber/new 

• Monitor the latest forecasts and warnings on the Met Office website 

(www.metoffice.gov.uk) and the App

• Monitor the latest 5-day Flood Outlook at 

https://riverlevels.uk/flood-forecast

https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKMETOFFICE/subscriber/new
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://riverlevels.uk/flood-forecast
https://riverlevels.uk/flood-forecast
https://riverlevels.uk/flood-forecast
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Use and promote the Met Office / 

Government WeatherReady campaign

 

• #WeatherReady for advice and 

features

• #weatheraware for Severe Weather 

Warnings

Get Ready for Winter
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/warnings-and-advice/weatherready 

https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/warnings-and-advice/weatherready
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/warnings-and-advice/weatherready
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/warnings-and-advice/weatherready
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/warnings-and-advice/weatherready
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/warnings-and-advice/weatherready
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Look ahead
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3-month Outlook (Nov-Jan)
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/services/government/contingency-planners/index 

• The chance of a dry 3-month period for the UK as a 
whole is higher than normal.

• The chance of a mild or a cold 3-month period are 
balanced.

• This means that the chance of a cold period is 
greater than it has been in recent years which have 
tended to be mild.

• The chance of a calm 3-month period is higher than 
normal.

* Remember: This is a probability forecast for the whole of the 

UK, for the whole 3 months.  For more detailed local forecasts, 

the Met Office shorter range forecasts should be used.

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/services/government/contingency-planners/index
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/services/government/contingency-planners/index
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/services/government/contingency-planners/index
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Online training

The Met Office Advisor team provide free online 
training courses on subject such as:

• Winter Weather Hazards

• Summer Weather Hazards

• Met Office Information, products and services

• Climate Change and Community


	Slide 1: Winter Risks
	Slide 2: Winter Risks
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: National Severe Weather Warning Service (NSWWS)
	Slide 6: 8 Weather Elements to NSWWS
	Slide 7: Impact Matrix
	Slide 8: Locate the tick!
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Look ahead
	Slide 12: 3-month Outlook (Nov-Jan)
	Slide 13: Look ahead
	Slide 14: Online training

