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VSG Overview
• The London Communities Vaccination and Screening Groups (VSGs) are expert-led networks dedicated to 

building  trust and confidence in addressing vaccine and screening inequities in London’s underserved 

communities- through engaging trusted leaders, trusted places and trusted voices.

• VSGs recognise the importance of engaging with communities around wider health concerns and in the 

context of  broader health disparities. Vaccinations need to be an integral part of the holistic health 

conversation and life course approach.

• Established as a legacy of the London Legacy Health Equity Partnership Programme, the VSGs bring together 

NHS and healthcare professionals, faith and community leaders, and public health leaders. 

• Being London-wide, VSGs bring people, communities, place, systems and region together.

• One size does not  fit all. 

• Community centred approaches are key in addressing health disparities. VSGs are fostering the development 

of emerging community partnerships that will collaborate to address health, vaccine and screening inequalities 

for each underserved community in a more tailored, bespoke, coproduced and culturally authentic way.



Building trust and confidence in communities is key

https://www.instagram.com/profkevinfenton/reel/DBMOHFqo1t4/

https://www.instagram.com/profkevinfenton/reel/DBMOHFqo1t4/


London Bangladeshi Health Partnership brings together an interdisciplinary group of key health partners with Bangladeshi community organisations 

A community-led partnership tackling vaccine and health inequalities through trust, collaboration and tailored outreach.

https://www.banglaha.org.uk/lbhp

https://www.banglaha.org.uk/lbhp


LBHP – How and Why 

Was it formed?

• Bangladeshi Health Profile

• Formed in 2023 to address inequalities in vaccination, cancer and diabetes

• Brings together NHSE London, LBTH, Barts Health, community groups

• Focus on culturally tailored, community-driven engagement

• Acts as a trusted bridge between the Bangladeshi community and the system

• Responds to the needs of London’s 320,000+ Bangladeshi residents

Building Trust with Bangladeshi Community 

Community Advocate to System and Vice Versa
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B R E AS T C A N C ER 

S C R E ENING U PTAKE

Efforts highlighted low screening 

uptake in areas with large 

Bangladeshi populations, with 

recovery to pre-pandemic levels 

still a challenge.

VACCIN ATION U P TAKE

Low COVID-19 vaccination rates 

were identified, linked to mistrust 

and access issues, with increased 

severe illness in the community.

WO R SENING H E ALTH 

I N EQUALIT IES

Post-pandemic, health disparities 

have worsened, including increased 

admissions for chronic conditions 

and greater mortality risk from 

COVID-19.

T Y P E 2  DIA B ETES

High rates of Type 2 diabetes in 

the Bangladeshi population, 

especially among younger 

individuals.

H IGH  DEP RIVATION

Bangladeshis continue to face high 

poverty levels, contributing to poor 

health outcomes in London.

Insights from the LBHP Launch

Main Health Issues 

Identified:



• On Sep 24, 2024, we focused on these areas and bring people, place, system 
together for this first-ever summit on Bangladeshi health inequalities in London.

Findings and Insights: 

• Health inequalities worsened post-COVID

• Barriers: Language, digital exclusion, mistrust

• Solutions: Peer-led education, drop-in clinics, faith-based engagement

• Goal: Build trust, increase uptake, empower the community, More screening, 
early diagnosis, culturally competent care, improved trust

• Impact: Stronger NHS-community links, greater equity in service access

Health Inequalities Summit



Summit Highlights                                 24th September’24 
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LBHP 

Leaders from the London 

Bangladeshi Health Partnership 

(LBHP) will as earlier, work with 

NHSE London and ICB 

Communications teams to assist in 

the coproduction of audio and 

visual resources. 
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Live Bengali TV Talk show 11th October on 

Channel S ( Sky 777 ) discussing Covid and 

Flu vaccination for the Bangladeshi 

community. 

The program was arranged by the Tower 

Hamlets council's public health team.

Beth, Zaman (Barts Health), Dr Nawsheen 

GP from Newham, an Imam and myself also 

were in the discussion panel.

London's Bangladeshi Community Webinar on 

winter wellness and vaccination messaging utilising 

trusted clinicians of Bangladeshi heritage on 21st 

November 2024 6-7pm and this will be supported 

by LBHP and working in partnership with Barts 

Health and local partners.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8i1mEXq1xkg

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D8i1mEXq1xkg&data=05%7C02%7Criyad.karim%40nhs.net%7C006ba2883e7d473390ae08dcec33a220%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638644953803224487%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BIH9LrUY2%2B3L5cnxfe789sME53kZ6GAXjpNbRF7lwgU%3D&reserved=0
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LBHP VSGs Supporting Outreach                                                       
in East London 

Bangla Housing Association Hackney
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Health Mela 
NHS NEL ICB
NHS North East London
Bangla Housing
Hackney Central 
Mosque
Healthwatch Hackney
London Bangladeshi 
Health Partnership VSG
Richmond Medical

Eid Mela in Tower 
Hamlets after Ramadan
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Creative Health

Amar Ekushey Health Fair in Tower Hamlets  
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VSGs Supporting tailored communications



London Bangladeshi Health Partnership

Diabetes awareness workshops

Multi-sector stakeholders involved  co-producing diabetes 

workshops: NEL ICB, Local authority, e.g. Public Health, Barts 

Health, Primary and Secondary care, voluntary and community 

sector, e.g. Bangla Housing Association hosting London 

Bangladeshi Health Partnership, Voice4Change England and 

Diabetes UK

Dr Sharmin Shajahan

Deputy Director, Voice4Change England &

Co-Chair, London Bangladeshi Health Partnership







Thank You

        @nhsengland

        company/nhsengland

 england.nhs.uk
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End slide
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